
LEARN MORE 4 
The perpetrator is usually known to the victim. 1 
 This makes reporting more difficult. 2 3 4 It also increases the sense of betrayal felt by survivors. 
 The victim knew the accused in 82% of the police-reported sexual assaults in 2007. 5 6 
 In 1999, the GSS survey on Victimization asked about instances of violence not reported to the police. High proportions of sexual assault victims did not 

report to the police because they felt the assault was a personal matter. 7  
 Myths about sexual assault falsely portray perpetrators as strangers, leaving many survivors feeling that they have no recourse when they assaulted by 

someone they know (see reasons for not reporting above) 
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